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Girl Scout Gold Award 
Council Info & FAQs




  Updated August 2020
Required Gold Award Workshops:

Gold Award Introduction:   

This program is designed to help girls understand the importance of Journey completion, setting goals and provide an overview of the Gold Award process and advantages of earning this prestigious award.   Journey choices are presented along with important deadlines.
*This workshop must be attended before, or at the beginning stages, of the Journey.

Gold Award Project Planning:  

This program will focus on the steps of the project planning and review process.   

**Attendance at this workshop is required once the Journey/Journeys are completed, or nearing completion and before project planning.    

Workshop dates are listed in the Link on our website, www.gsnnj.org.   Register also through the website.   If you have difficulty, contact the council’s Customer Care Team for assistance, 973-248-8200.   
Adults are encouraged to attend and must also register for the program  (in-person only).    Workshops are open to member and non-member adults.   Registration guarantees you a seat.

Who can I contact if I have questions? 

Pat Christie, GSNNJ Awards Program Manager, pchristie@gsnnj.org  973-248-8200 or 973-906-0083.
Where can I find the requirements for the GS Gold Award?
The Go Gold booklet is available for download on our website https://www.gsnnj.org/en/about-girl-scouts/our-program/highest-awards/gold-award.html .   You will also find the link to your Go Gold account by clicking on “I’m Ready to Go Gold!” on that page.   
Packets are distributed at the Gold Award Project Planning  programs.
Where can I find the forms that are needed to achieve the GS Gold Award?

All girls are now required to utilize the Go Gold online system.   Paper forms are no longer accepted.   To utilize Go Gold online, refer to the link in the previous question.
How do I go about scheduling an appointment with the Gold Award Advisory Committee?

GSNNJ Gold Award Proposal Approval Policy:
Project proposals (complete and free from “pitfalls”) must be submitted, through Go Gold, by the 1st of the month for an appointment in that month (the following Monday if that date falls on a weekend or the following day if it falls on a holiday).    We do accept late submissions and do our best to schedule candidates, no guarantees.  
**Final deadline for submission of a proposal is May 1 of your graduation year.   

To avoid delays in scheduling, use the following pitfall checklist to be sure your proposal is completed properly : 
· Began with a well-researched issue, presenting a project designed to address one or more of the discovered root causes.
· All  sections are completed. 
· Uploaded mind map to the Go Gold proposal.
· Uploaded workshop attendance form to the Go Gold proposal.
· Project Plan shows at least 80 hours dedicated to the project, including research, planning, execution ( involving demonstrated leadership, global/national link, sustainability, community education and involvement) and impact measurement.  
· Reports a team of community members outside of your inner circle of friends, family and troop sisters.
· Insured that the project does not focus on a Girl Scout issue, the raising of funds for donation, or designed to benefit a for-profit business or individual. 
Your proposal will be reviewed and if all is in order, you will be contacted, via email to schedule an appointment.

The committee meets with girls according to the following schedule, throughout the year:
-2nd Thursday of the month in Randolph

-3rd Wednesday of the month in Riverdale

-4th Tuesday of the month in Paramus.

Appointments begin at 7:30 p.m., scheduled in 20-minute time slots, up until 10:00 p.m. at the Riverdale Service Center, 6:00 pm- 8:00 pm at the Randolph and Paramus Service Centers.
· Please note that during this time of social-distancing, reviews are held via Zoom and not adhering to the usual schedule.

When will I know if I am approved to move forward with my project?

The committee will advise you of your status during your appointment.   If any follow-up work or revisions to your project are needed, your account will be opened on Go Gold for you to make revisions.   
How do I gain final approval for my project?

Once your proposal is approved, your account will be opened in Go Gold for you to proceed with the final report stage.   Upload any supporting documents/pictures before submitting a final report.   If the report is complete, you will be notified, via email, to schedule an appointment with the Gold Award Advisory Committee.      Once approved, you will receive your official certificate and pin along with instructions for further recognition.   
What is the deadline for submitting final reports to council?
Final reports are due no later than September 1, after high school graduation.   You must make yourself available to meet with the Gold Award Advisory Committee for final review.   The deadline
for submitting revisions is September 30, after high school graduation.    If you wait until the final deadline, you may put approval in jeopardy.    Once October 1 arrives, you are no longer eligible to make any adjustments or add to your final report.  If your project falls short in any way, you will not receive final approval.    The candidate’s age does not factor into the deadline.      You must be a registered Girl Scout throughout this process.[image: image2.jpg]7
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